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Do Not be Afraid of Persecutions
The call to work in God’s vineyards has both blessings and challenges. Today’s readings give us a taste
of the challenges. Jeremiah, representing other prophets, narrates the terrors and denunciations sur-
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TODAY’S READINGS

Entrance Antiphon: Cf. Ps 27: 8-9

The Lord is the strength of his people, a saving refuge
for the one he has anointed. Save your people, Lord, and
bless your heritage, and govern them for ever.

Penitential Act: I confess to almighty God and to you, my broth-
ers and sisters, that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in
my words, in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
(And, striking their breast, they say:) through my fault, through
my fault, through my most grievous fault; therefore I ask blessed
Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my broth-
ers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God. Amen

Gloria: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we
adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your
great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty
Father. Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God,
Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us; you take away the sins
of the world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the
right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone
are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are
the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the
glory of God the Father. Amen.

Opening Prayer: Grant, O Lord, that we may always re-
vere and love your holy name, for you never deprive of
your guidance those you set firm on the foundation of
your love. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever. Amen

First Reading Jeremiah 20:10-13

Jeremiah said: I hear many whispering. Terror is on eve-
ry side! ‘Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” say all
my close friends, watching for my fall. ‘Perhaps he will
be deceived; then we can overcome him and take our re-
venge on him.” But the Lord is with me as a dread warri-
or; therefore my persecutors will stumble; they will not
overcome me. They will be greatly shamed, for they will
not succeed. Their eternal dishonour will never be for-
gotten. O Lord of hosts, who tests the righteous, who
sees the heart and the mind, let me see your vengeance
upon them, for to you have I committed my cause. Sing
to the Lord; praise the Lord! For he has delivered the life
of the needy from the hand of evildoers.

Reader: The word of the Lord

All: Thanks be to God

Responsorial Psalm; Ps 69(68):8-10 33-35. R14c¢

In your great mercy, answer me, O Lord.
It is for you that I suffer taunts,

that shame has covered my face.

To my own kin I have become an outcast,

a stranger to the children of my mother.

Zeal for your house consumes me,

and taunts against you fall on me. R

But I pray to you, O Lord,

at an acceptable time.

In your great mercy, answer me, O God,

with your faithful salvation.

Lord, answer, for your mercy is kind;

in your great compassion, turn towards me. R

The poor when they see it will be glad,

and God-seeking hearts will revive;

for the Lord attends to the needy,

and does not spurn his own in their chains.

Let the heavens and the earth give him praise,
the seas and everything that moves in them. R

Second Reading Romans 5:12-15

Brothers and Sisters: Just as sin came into the world
through one man, and death through sin, and so death
spread to all men because all sinned — for sin indeed
was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not
counted where there is no law. Yet death reigned from
Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not
like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the
one who was to come. But the free gift is not like the
trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass,
much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the
grace of that one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for many.
Reader: The word of the Lord

All: Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation John 15:26b, 27a
Alleluia, alleluia. The Spirit of truth will bear witness
about me, says the Lord, and you also will bear witness.
Alleluia.

Gospel Matthew 10:26-33

At that time: Jesus instructed his Apostles: ‘Have no fear
of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed,
or hidden that will not be known. What I tell you in the
dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, pro-
claim on the housetops. And do not fear those who kill
the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who
can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two spar-
rows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to
the ground apart from your Father knowing. But even the
hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore;
you are of more value than many sparrows. So everyone
who acknowledges me before men, I also will
acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, but
whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before
my Father who is in heaven.’

Priest: The Gospel of the Lord.

All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

THE NICENE CREED:

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Je-
sus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, borm of the Father
before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;

through him all things were made. (A4t the words that follow,
up to and including ‘and became man’, all bow) For us men
and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and by the
Holy Spirit was incamate of the Virgin Mary and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered
death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accord-
ance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the proph-
ets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I con-
fess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward
to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen

Prayer over the Offerings : Receive, O Lord, the sacrifice
of conciliation and praise and grant that, cleansed by its
action, we may make offering of a heart pleasing to you.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Communion Antiphon Ps 144: 15
The eyes of all look to you, Lord, and you give them
their food in due season.

Prayer after Communion: Renewed and nourished by the
Sacred Body and Precious Blood of your Son, we ask of
your mercy, O Lord, that what we celebrate with con-
stant devotion may be our sure pledge of redemption.
Through Christ our Lord.

NEW AND SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Use of School Facilities: We are grateful to the school
for making its facilities available for parish activities
and events. Parents and carers are kindly reminded that
children remain under their supervision at all times
when using the hall, playground or school equipment.
We want OLI to be a welcoming place for families
while ensuring that everyone can enjoy the facilities
safely and responsibly. Thank you for your cooperation
and support.

Congratulations to Alex Marazano, Ralf Smallwood
& Phil Mooney for their 50 years of service as mem-
bers of the Knight of St. Columba. There will be a spe-
cial celebration for them at the 11am Mass on the 5th of
July.

Father’s Day. Congratulations To all fathers, grandfa-
thers, and all who play fatherly roles in the family,
Church and society. May God bless them with his gra-
cious love. Please, do not forget to gift or pray for your
priests, they are your spiritual fathers.

OLI will be going to World Youth Day 2027 in Korea
(3-8 August 2027), with an optional Spiritans global
gathering in Taiwan (26 July—2 August 2027). Open
to ages 16-35. Estimated cost is £3,000 per person,
with opportunities for group fundraising. There is some
flexibility with travel dates. Please register your interest
at tolworthyouth@rcaos.org.uk by 5th of Ju-

ly.

Michaela and Jefin will speak at this weekend's Sunday
masses to further promote this initiative.

OLI YOUTH MINISTRY FREE PIZZA AND
SNACKS:! Our next event is on Sunday 28 June 2026
12.30-1.45pm in the main hall for young people aged 12
-21. For this event we are also excited to invite all year 6
students going to secondary school in September to join
us.

The Second collection for this weekend is for the day
for life collection that funds life—related activities sup-
ported by the Church. Next weekend collection will be
for Peter’s Pence. The Pope uses this collection for work
of mercy and charity all over the world.

Fr. Tony will say his first Mass in our parish and be
welcomed in our parish during the 11am Mass, 12th
of July. Fr. Tony grew up in our parish, served Mass in
the parish and found his vocation to the priesthood in
our parish. Let us all come to welcome him. There are
envelopes at the back of the Church for donations for his
ministry. It will form part of the gift that the Parish of-
fers him.

The Parish is starting a Mental health be well Hub.
Be Well offers us a practical way to live the gospel of
love and support for those in need. Parishioners and
members of the wider community often approach the
Church at moments of vulnerability: bereavement, lone-
liness, family breakdown, unemployment, anxiety, ill-
ness, migration or major life change. Sometimes what
people need is spiritual support. Sometimes they also
need practical help, community connection or profes-
sional services. Our Parish Be Well hub will helps us
respond more confidently and safely by listening well,
accompanying people with dignity, and signposting
them to appropriate support. If you are interested to
work as a volunteer on this. Please, speak with Denise in
the parish office or any of the clergy.

Conferral of Confirmation. Bishop Gerard Bradley,
our area Bishop will be visiting our parish on Saturday,
11am, 27" of June 2026 to administer the Sacrament of
Confirmation on our young people who have been pre-
paring to be sealed with the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
Many thanks to their catechists, parents, sponsors, and
all who have been supporting them on this journey.
Please, keep them in your prayers as they make final
preparations.

All Parish catechists, baptism, Holy Communion,
RCIA and confirmation are invited to a lunch with the
Bishop after the confirmation Mass.

Wants to be a lay Spiritan? Who are the Lay Spiri-
tan Associates? Together with the Priests and Brothers,
lay Christians can join the Spiritan Congregation as Lay
Spiritan Associates. They participate in the evangeliza-
tion ministry by sharing in the spirituality and participat-
ing in the mission activities of the congregation. Every
interested Parishioner is enrolled by filling in this form
and returning it to any Spiritan priest. The interested pa-
rishioner will then undergo a period of training and at
the end make a first commitment of membership. Are
you interested to become a Lay Spiritan Associate?
Kindly pick a form at the back of the Church and we
will contact you.




